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Visiting dogs and guidance on vaccinations and parasite control 

 

Enabling everyone to safely benefit from our visits is our absolute priority. 

For Our Special Friends (OSF) dogs that are visiting elderly/immune-compromised or 
vulnerable individuals, it is essential that they have up to date core vaccinations, regular 
Leptospirosis boosters (annually) and are using preventative parasite treatment with a 
veterinary approved product at appropriate intervals. 

 

In Summary… 

➢ Annual health check: by a vet is recommended at least once a year, and more 
frequently if they are experiencing on-going health issues.  

➢ Vaccinations: All dogs to have the core vaccinations against parvovirus, 
distemper and hepatitis (this may be 3 yearly after the 1st year of the dog's life), 
and must be vaccinated annually against Leptospirosis (L4). 

➢ Titre testing: is an acceptable alternative to vaccination for the core diseases. 
This requires your dog to have an annual blood test which is then tested for 
immunity against the core diseases. However, there is no such test for 
Leptospirosis, so we ask all OSF dogs to be vaccinated annually for 
Leptospirosis.  

➢ Kennel Cough Vaccines: If your dog has received an intra-nasal (live) 
vaccination with Bordetella, they will have to wait 2 weeks before they visit 
clients again due to a small risk that the bacteria could be passed on to 
vulnerable people. If they have received the injectable vaccination, then there’s 
no need to wait. This is an optional vaccination, not core. 

➢ Fleas, Ticks and Mites:  Year-round preventative treatment with a veterinary 
approved product at appropriate intervals. Please discuss the options and 
intervals with your vet.  

➢ Worming: Veterinary approved wormer specific to preventing worms that can 
pose a risk to humans e.g. Toxocara Canis (common roundworm) and 
Echinococcus Granulosus (a tapeworm).  

➢ Faecal egg worm counts:  May be done as an alternative to worming, but they 
would need to be done at least every two months as an alternative to worming.  

➢ Feeding: OSF dogs cannot be fed raw meat or offal because they carry a risk of 
infection from the carriage and shedding of antibiotic-resistant bacteria such as 
Salmonella. Elderly and vulnerable people are more at risk of infection from 
these organisms so the potential consequences, however low the risk, are just 
too high. Cooked meat is fine.  
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➢ General Health management: If your dog is under the weather, or you are 
unsure about their health, we recommend a consultation with your vet and to 
postpone visits until they have been given a clean bill of health. E.g. if your dog is 
‘out of sorts’, shows signs of vomiting or diarrhoea, is limping or displaying any 
other signs of pain, itching, has developed skin or ear problems, displays any 
unusual behaviour or changes in temperament, or is a female dog in season.  

 

If you are ever in doubt about your pet's health or wellbeing, then OSF recommend 
you postpone/cancel upcoming visits, and if it's within the working day, to let us 
know in the office either via the WhatsApp group or calling us directly on 01223 
335351. 

 

 

 

 


